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With Thanks 

As I write my last Newsletter for Mt Kembla I am a little overwhelmed with the beautiful messages 
and thoughts that have been sent my way. I have so enjoyed my time in our very special little 
school and will always remember the last ten years with a smile and warm heart. Thank you for 
taking me in as part of your gorgeous community and making my job such a pleasure. If I am to 
leave you with any lasting impression, let it be this….Please remember to let your children practice 
having ‘the little wheels fall off’ to best equip them for the ups and downs that they will no doubt 
face in the real world. It is too easy for us to want to smooth the way for them, but all skills need 
practice…including dealing with ‘non-perfect’ days and situations. Take care everyone. 

Last P&C Meeting 

WEDNESDAY will be my last P&C meeting as principal of Mt Kembla PS. We are going to hold 
this meeting at the Mt Kembla Hotel so please drop in to say hello, or goodbye as the case is. I am 
planning to be there earlier for dinner so feel free to join me. 

New Principal 

Unfortunately I am unable to share with you who the new principal of our school will be. Should 

this be announced prior to Friday I will send out a Skoolbag notification to inform our community. 

 

Have a good day!      

 

Raelene Redfern  
Principal 

  

Coming Events… 

P&C Meeting @ MK Hotel 
Wednesday 3 July 
– 7pm 

Assembly – Awards Only Thursday 4 July 

Last day of Term 2 Friday 5 July 

First day of Term 3 Tuesday 23 July 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Two, Week Ten 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://theglobalbrainstorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/butterfly-blue.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?guid%3Dc8ef4749-afd5-4253-a62d-3ea9bc4b8ed0&h=1443&w=1341&tbnid=ymKMlc0qbObmOM:&docid=yS65CFvdFws98M&ei=eQPMVcSPOOHZmAXc7Y3oDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CEwQMyhJMEk4ZGoVChMIhLCsgISlxwIV4SymCh3cdgPN


Principal’s Afternoon Tea – ‘Sparkly Fancy Sh’mancy’ 

My last Princpal’s Afternoon Tea was lovely and I got to enjoy some excited and very well 

mannered company! Thanks to my special guests for coming to share this afternoon tea with me, 

and thank you to both Mrs Summerfield and Mrs S for their expert serving skills!  

  



 

 

 

Last week, our students and staff enjoyed our whole school excursion to the Shoalhaven Zoo. We learnt 

about the habitats and features of a variety of Australian animals including emus, wombats, dingoes and 

koalas and even got to pat and feed many of the creatures. It was an absolutely fantastic day. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

  

NAIDOC Week 2019 

The students and staff at Mount Kembla PS will be celebrating NAIDOC 

week throughout this last week of term as it runs during the school holidays 

from July 7th to 14th. We started today by learning a little bit about what 

NAIDOC week is, why we celebrate it and the theme for 2019 which is 

‘Voice, Treaty, Truth’. 

Each class learnt about yarning circles and began by sharing their ideas 

around what it means to speak and listen from the heart. We now all have a 

class ‘talking piece’ which we can use throughout the year when we host 

yarning circles to talk about a range of topics and ideas. 



 

 
Next Meeting: Wednesday 3 July at 7pm at Mt Kembla Pub 

 

 

Canteen News 

Who has watched the ABC’s War on Waste? It’s estimated that Aussies throw away one billion single use 

coffee cups every year! With the introduction of ‘Hot Chocolate’ at recess for the remainder of Term 2 and 

all of Term 3 we have decided to do our bit for the environment. We are encouraging the students to bring 

their own cup (not breakable) each week and pay $1 instead of $1.20 with a disposable cup. Let’s get 

them thinking about good habits now!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Look for Toilets *EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST* 

We are considering painting the toilets with bright colours and inspirations quotes BUT we need a team to 

execute the project with a working bee over a few weekends. Do you have artistic flair and would like to be 

involved? Can you help? Please let one of our executive team know. 

 

Position Name Mobile Email 

President Emma Ivic 0419 149 198 emma@ivicplumbing.com.au 

Vice President Ben Braddock 0417 287 262 Ben.Braddock@bluescopesteel.com 

Secretary Annina Miller 0424 521 198 anninamiller@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Karen Davies 0400 033 401 davieskaren1977@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

HOT CHOCOLATE $1.20 

OR 

BYO cup and pay $1.00 



 

Loose Parts Play Space 

We are working on the introduction of a loose parts play space in the school playground.  

Our children spend over 6 hrs each week in our school playground. It is a place for physical movement 

and imagination, a release from the more structured environment of the class room. 

We are lucky at our school to have a generous amount of outdoor play areas and natural surfaces. In 

introducing loose parts play, we are looking to give those kids who are less sports focused some other 

opportunities for imaginative play. 

‘Loose parts’ theory is about remembering that the best play comes from things that allow children to play 

in many different ways and on many different levels. Environments that include ‘loose parts’ are infinitely 

more stimulating and engaging that static ones. The play environment needs to promote and support 

imaginative play though the provision of ‘loose parts’ in a way that doesn’t direct play and play 

opportunities but allows children to develop their own ideas and explore their world. 

Children’s minds are engaged, and their imagination is sparked, when they are provided with play 

opportunities that are not prescriptive. Loose parts are everyday items and objects that allow children to 

build, create and imagine as they see fit. It suits all developmental stages, all ages and all genders. 

Communication, collaboration and team work are all encouraged. It can teach conflict resolution, 

negotiation and compromise and be the mental stimulation and release that ADHD and ASD kids need 

during the break from more structured learning. 

The planning is well underway, we have had some amazing donations from Col Western Sheds, The 

Hardware Man Unanderra, Bunnings Wollongong, Reece Plumbing Unanderra and Bunnings Warrawong. 

We have also been stockpiling loose parts from various sources in readiness for the launch. 

 

THE LAUNCH – Reverse Garbage  

We are looking to launch the space in the first few weeks of Term 3, (date to be confirmed) which will 

allow us the set up the space during the school break.  

A play-based educator from Reverse Garbage in Marrickville will attend our school and will host a session 

with our teachers will explore how educators can implement and manage a loose parts play pod in their 

playground. It will cover research, safety, management and student involvement. The session can also 

include ideas for incorporating loose parts into curriculum programs. 

The educator would also run a session with a student leader group in how they can help manage the 

space and take ownership of the program and will also stay and help to facilitate the first lunch time play 

session.  

We hope that you are all as excited as we are to see this play space introduced into our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN STARS COMES ALIVE IN 2018 – Tickets on sale! 

Last week Southern Stars 2019 COME ALIVE was officially launched at the BlueScope Visitors 

Centre in Wollongong, where Executive Producer, Paul Roger, announced the theme, and that 

tickets were officially on sale to the public. 

There were some fantastic performances from our featured artists offering a sneak peek of some 

of the great items from this year’s show. Our 4 Tenors in particular really made an impact, 

bringing the audience to tears – it was incredible! 

The show once again will have something for everyone. The theme and show segments are all 

based around how students come alive when they perform. 

It’s the biggest show in the history of Southern Stars with over 3,000 students from over 100 

schools in the Illawarra and around NSW.  The students will take part in a world-class two hour 

arena style variety show that will feature pop, country, rock, and opera. 

COME ALIVE includes two circus troupes, audience favourites - the NSW Public School 

Millennial Marching Band, a 600 strong choir, rock band, our Aboriginal dance ensemble, 

massive student orchestra, the Black Swans with an original item based on stories of the 

Illawarra, 2000 dancers, amazingly talented featured artists, the signing choir and disABILITY 

students fully integrated with our drama students and vocalists, and much more. 

As in past years, community support of Southern Stars is vital to ensure its success, and the 

easiest way of showing your support is by attending one of the four blockbuster shows. 

It doesn’t matter if you know anyone performing in the show or not – Southern Stars is a high 

energy spectacle which provides great entertainment for people of all ages. The talent, energy 

and enthusiasm of our students, is something not to be missed. Anyone who has attended a 

show says so! 

Over 12,000 people are expected to attend the four performances at the WIN Entertainment 

Centre in Wollongong on Friday August 23 (10am and 7.30pm) and Saturday August 24 (2pm 

and 7.30pm) - make sure you are one of them! 

Please note that tickets should be purchased only through the official ticket booking site of 

Ticketmaster. http://ticketmaster.com.au 

You can stay informed about what’s coming up in the show, by visiting the Southern Stars Social 

Media pages - Facebook Southern Stars – The Arena Spectacular and Instagram 

@southernstarsareaspectacular.  

 

http://ticketmaster.com.au/


  



 

 

 

 
 

  



  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 



 


